
HORTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 09th April 2026 @ 6.30pm, Broadway Methodist Church, Horton.

26/01 Public Forum – no members of the public were present.

26/02 Somerset Councillor Report – no report was presented, noted that Cllr S Osborne is currently on leave.

26/03 Apologies for absence – apologies were received from Cllr Massey - accepted

26/04 Declaration of Interests – there were no declarations noted

26/05 Approval of minutes March 12th 2026. The minutes were approved and signed. 


26/06  Finance: 
a. To approve and sign the Bank statements – March 2026 to date. Approved and signed
b. To approve and minute payment requests. See Appendix A – approved and signed
c. To approve and sign bank reconciliations March 2026 to date – approved and signed
d. Update re SSE/defib electric supply. Clerk reported that the final invoice has now been settled, including the credit applicable to this account.

26/07 AGAR & year end accounts:
a. To consider and sign off year end accounts. The accounts were approved and signed. Funds currently held are: Current Account £704.52 – Reserve Account £31224.33. The Clerk noted that the first precept payment has been received. 
b. The allocation of reserves was tabled and approved.
c. To complete AGAR pages 4 & 5. Signed and completed. Clerk noted that the figures submitted for the last financial year were incorrect – they have been restated and the internal Auditor is aware of the discrepancy. Noted that income and expenditure for the last financial year exceeded 25K, therefore submission to the external Auditor is mandatory. 
d. To instruct Clerk to submit report to internal Auditor.- Instructed.
e. To note dates for notice of public rights 2026 – dates noted as 03rd June 2026 – 14th July 2026. Clerk noted that the publication of public rights and conclusion of Audit report for the last financial year had not been published.

26/08 To resolve amendment to Natwest accounts, remove signatories and add Clerk. At present there is
                        only one signatory to the account, the Clerk has access through internet banking. Postponed 
                        to future date to consider adding further signatories. 

26/09 Grant applications:
To consider application from Ilminster Youth Football Club – no formal grant application had been received. 
To consider application from Crimestoppers (South West). A grant of £200 had been requested, after discussion it was decided not to award this grant. Clerk will notify the applicant.

26/10 To consider a report with quotes for proposed new and replacement playground equipment. Cllr Johnson has made preliminary enquiries for replacement equipment and new equipment. Further reports will follow when available.

26/11 Update re Village sign. Cllr Martin will progress this matter and report back to  a future meeting.

26/12 Standing items.

f. Monthly updates:
i. Highways/Village maintenance: Ongoing
ii. Consider annual schedule of grounds maintenance. Ongoing.
iii. Playing Field.  Check Biffa invoices. – update from Cllr Johnson Cllr Johnson has contacted Biffa, and the bin has not been emptied since January, the operative is unable to empty the bin within the contractors health & safety regulations. Cllr Johnson will contact Biffa again and try and find a resolution. If necessary an alternative contractor will be engaged.
iv. Speed Indicator Devices –update re placement of pole/installation of device .Awaiting fixings for the pole. Cllr Mosley dealing.
v. Bus shelter refurbishment/decoration. Noted that the glass panel is not safety glass, Cllr Johnson will source safety glass or Perspex to ensure safety. Cllr Massey will report back to a future meeting re decoration. 


26/13 To confirm date/time for Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council Meeting to be held at Broadway Methodist Church, Horton.
Annual Parish Meeting 14th May 2026 – 6.30pm
Annual Parish Council Meeting – 14th May 2026 immediately following APM. 	
	First item is election of Chairman – and acceptance of office declaration and signature 
Second item is election of Vice Chairman – and acceptance of office and signature 
The scheduled date is not suitable for the majority of Cllrs, Clerk will circulate suggested dates and revert. The Annual Parish Council meeting must be held in May in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 Sch 12 7(2)

     The Council is recommended to resolve that under section 1, paragraph 2 of The Public Bodies
(admission to meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the
following items of business because publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of
the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

26/14 To consider applications for co-option as Parish Councillor. No applications have been received. Cllr Johnson will issue another invitation/notice via social media. The council is quorate with three Cllrs, however there are currently three vacancies to meet the required number of nine Cllrs. 

Meeting closed at 8pm – next meeting TBA.
Post meeting: Noted that the planning hearing for the application on Broadway Hill for 150 houses is scheduled for 2pm on the 19th May 2026.

Payment requests:

	Clerk
	Moonpig
	53.17

	Clerk
	Amazon/external hard drive
	23.99

	Clerk
	CiLCA/travel
	94.95

	HMRC
	CiLCA
	30.60





